
DATE: October 25, 1982 

MATTER OF: Washington S t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIGEST: 

When a p r o t e s t  i s  t i m e l y  f i l e d  i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  
t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency ,  a subsequen t  p r o t e s t  
f i l e d  w i t h  GAO more t h a n  1 0  working d a y s  a f t e r  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  agency a c t i o n  
is  unt imely .  

Washington S t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  p r o t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
of i t s  l o w  b i d  under  Defense  L o g i s t i c s  Agency ( D L A )  sol ic-  
i t a t i o n  DLA 500-82-B-1440. T h e  b i d  was r e j e c t e d  as  non- 
r e s p o n s i v e  because  t h e  f i r m  f a i l e d  to  acknowledge an 
amendment to t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  which t h e  p r o t e s t e r  asserts 
it n e v e r  r e c e i v e d .  

'We d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t  a s  unt imely .  

Washington S t e e l  p r o t e s t e d  to  DLA i n i t i a l l y .  DLA 

S t e e l  r e c e i v e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  on August 25. We r e c e i v e d  
Washington S t ee l ' s  September  30 l e t t e r  o f  p r o t e s t  to 
t h i s  O f f i c e  on October  5 .  

. d e n i e d  t h e  p r o t e s t  on August  18 ,  1982,  and Washington 

Our Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  require t h a t  when a p ro -  
t es t  is i n i t i a l l y  t i m e l y  f i l e d  w i t h  a c o n t r a c t i n g  agency 
any s u b s e q u e n t  p r o t e s t  t o  t h i s  O f f i c e  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  1 0  
working d a y s  of n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  agency 
a c t i o n .  4 C.F.R. 2 1 . 2 ( a )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  Washington S tee l ' s  
protest t o  t h i s  O f f i c e  w a s  f i l e d  more than  1 0  working 
d a y s  a f t e r  it r e c e i v e d  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of D L A ' s  a d v e r s e  
a c t i o n  on August 25. 

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

/&+&LLtuc- 
Harry R. Van Cleve  
A c t i n g  Genera l  Counsel 




